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Long road ahead

Towards self-reliance of II'Ts

INCE the Human Resource Development Ministry has anew

name at the helm of its affairs, plans in the education sector

arc afoot for yet another phase of modifications. During Kapil
Sibal’s reign as HRD Minister, a government-appointed panel had
proposed a four-fold hike 1n the TS’ annual fee, from Rs 50,000
to Rs 2 lakh, so that the premier technology institutes could become
setf-dependent. The committee formed in 2009 was headed by a for-
mer Atomic Energy Commission Chairman, Anil Kakodkar, who
had suggested that students from economically weaker sections
could be given loans without collateral (security) and scholarships.
The committee had justified this hike, saying that the fee should be
mcreased to a level where the IITs would be able to manage their
courses on their own (without govermment assistance).

Now, under the new leadership, India’s premier technical institu-
tions are once again considering a revision of the annual fee for
undergraduate courses by 80 per cent, which would increase the fee
from Rs 50,000 to Rs 90.000. The agenda will come up for discus-
sion at the upcoming meeting of the standing committee of the 1T
Council at Mumbai on Nov 5. If implemented, this will be apphied
to all the 9618 seats of the 15 HTs from the next session.

Understandably, the endeavour of the II'Ts to achieve complete
autonomy rests a lot on their financial independence from the gov-
ernment. Thus, the revision is overdue. As such, other top Central gov-
ernment institutions like IIMs have a fee structure that 1s three times
higher than the Ts. Concemns of the economically weaker sections
are already taken into consideration; UTs are working on modalitics
for a tripartite arrangement to provide loans to students who can
repay these when they get jobs after their studies. While even second
rung institutions have a higher fee structure, the prime technical insti-
tutions need more financial setf-reliance tor the constant upgradation
of knowledge and cutting- edge technology that they deal with.
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fee hike for undergrad

By Ritika Chopra in New i)elhl

Mail Today, ND 6/11/2012 p-3

IIT panel proposes 80%

o

THE decks have been cleared fora - = - :

substantive hike in tuition fee at the -
Indian Institutes of Technology (II'Ts).

The 13 elite tech schools could increase their
fee for undergraduate programmes by 80 per
cent — 50,000 per annum to 790,000 per
annum — from the next academic year if the
IIT Council approves the standing commit-
tee’s recommendation finalised on Monday:.

The IIT Council is the final authority on this
issue and is scheduled to meet on J anugry 7. If
approved, this proposed increase in the fee will
not affect students from the Schedule Caste,
Scheduled Tribe and OBC quota. It’s only
meant for the general category students.

The suggestion seems well-timed as the HRD
ministry has recently withessed a change in
leadership. It would be interesting to see if this
recommendation can pass muster at the meet-
ing of the IIT Council under the chairmanship
of the new HRD minister M.M. Pallam Raju as
his predecessor Kapil Sibal wasn’t in favour of
a fee hike, Last yeat, he along with all IIT direc-
tors had agreed “in principle” on an alternative
by which all ITT graduates would have to reim-
ater the expenditure

burse their alma
Incurred on them after having
found a joh.

According to members of the
standing committee, the IITs
cannot wait for Sibal’'s idea to
materialise as its implementation
hinges on political consensus. For
the uninitiated the National Aca-
demiec Depository Bill is stilt
pending in the Parliament. The
Bill enables a shift to “demat”
degrees, “Once the Demat sys-
tem is in place, then the degrees
of the IIT graduates will reflect,
the obligation to pay back to the
institute and money will come

50,000 t0 790,000

Is the proposed Increase
In annual undergrad fee

back via the employer,” Sibal had
told reporters immediately after
the IIT Council meeting in Sep-
tember last year. . *

Although, HRD ministry offi-
cials insist that Sibal’s proposal
still stands, they agree that till

the idea is implemented there is
a need for immediate fee hike as
there has been none at least for
the last three years. The sug-
gested fee hike has been justified
on the ground that the annual
budget of the IITs has been con-
sistently increasing (because of
inflation) with no corresponding
inecrease in their income.

“What we get from the govern-
ment is quite less than our
budget. And looking at the pres-
ent fiscal situation, it’s unlikely
that they will increase our grants.
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The elite tech schools may hike fee from next academic year If approved by IIT Councll,

Increasing tuition is the only way
for the IITs to make up for this
huge deficit,” an IIT director, a
member of the standing commit-
tee, who did not wish to be iden-
tified, said.

“The proposed fee 0£%90,000 per
annum is still way less than what
good private institutes charge
today. Moreover, many general
category students are also cov-
ered under scholarship. So effee-
tively, this hike will only affect 30
per cent of the total students,” a
ministry official said.
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IIT panel for
0% fee hike

If okayed, it will be Rs.90,000

Special Correspondent

NEW DELH!: Undergraduate
students at the premier Indi-
an Institutes of Technology
could see their annual tuition
fees hiked to Rs. 90,000 next
year, after a committee of [IT
directors recommended the
80 per cent increase. Stu-
dents currently pay a hugely
subsidised Rs. 50,000 a year.

A final decision will be tak-
en by the full IIT Council —
the institutes’ top decision-
making body which includes
government representatives
- on January 7.

The standing committee of
the Council, which includes
directors of the seven older
IITs, met in Mumbai on Mon-
day to discuss the proposal to
revise the tuition fees that has
been pending for over a year,

The panel also discussed
last year’s recommendation
by the Anil Kakodkar Com-
mittee for a much steeper fee
hike to more than Rs. 2 lakh a
year, in a bid to give the IITs
more financial independence
from the government. Given
that an empowered task force
is now working out the details
to implement the Kakodkar

Committee report, Monday's
recommendations were de-
scribed as an “interim”
measure.

Sources at the meeting in-
dicated that their recommen-
dation of a Rs. 40,000 fee
hike may not be applicable to
students from the socially
and economically weaker
sections.

Loan scheme

The IIT Council has al-
ready given in-principle ap-
proval to the Kakodkar
Committee’s recommenda-
tions to be implemented
from 2013.

A special loan scheme is
being worked out so that stu-
dents who cannot afford the
increased fees have the op-
tion of paying back the extra
burden after they finish their
course, and find
employment.

The IIT fee structure is not
only much lower than that of
top private universities but
also less than the amount
charged by other premier
Central government institu-
tions of professional educa-
tion such as the Indian
Institutes of Management,
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IIT Panel for 80% Hike in
Tuition Fee for UG Course

OURBUREAU

NEW DELHI }r, WU’({ %

he Standing Committee
T of the T Council, the su-
preme decision-making
body of IITs, at its meeting on
Monday, recommended an 80%
hike, or T40,000, in annual tui-
tionfeesfortheIT undergradu-
ate programme, The annual
fees would now rise to 390,000
once theIIT Council accepts the
recommendation.
Official sources said the IIT
Council, headed by the human
resource developmént minis-

ter, willtakeupthematterwhen’

it meets on January 7. The
Standing Committee is an exee-
utivesub-group of theII'T Coun-
cil, comprising the directors of
alllITs, and itadvises the minis-
try and the Council on matters
of common interesttoall the in-
stitutions in the system.

Sources said that while it has
recommended an 80% increase
infees, the Standing Committee
decided that students from the
weaker sections — scheduled
castes and tribes and OBRCs —
would not be required to pay the
higher fee.

The recommendation comes
even as an empowered task
force is considering ways to im-
plement theKakodkar Commit-
tee’s suggestion of a four to five-
fold increase in tuition fees,
from 250,000 to ¥2-2.5 lakh per
year. A move that was neces-
sary, according to the 12-mem-
ber committee headed by IIT
Bombay chairman and former

Atomic Energy Commission
chief Anil Kakodkar for ITs to
achieve financial autonomy
Sources close to the develop-
ments described Monday's de-
cision, which was takenevenas
empowered committee was de-
liberating option, as an “inter-
immeasure”,

Experts suggest that the deci-
sion by the Standing Commit-
tee is an attempt to counter the
possibility of implementing
the higher} hike suggested by
the Kakodkar committee, In Ja-
nuary last year, Kapil Sibal,
who as the human resource de-
velopment minister was also
the chairman of the IT Coun-
cil, had expressed misgivings
about the four to five-fold fee
hikesuggested by the Kakodkar
Committee. In its final submis-
sion in May last year;, the Com-
mittee had reiterated the need
for a substantial hike. Sibal
ther agreed to larger discus-
sion within the Council.

N

™ In the meantime, the Council
gave an in-principle approvalto
implement the recommenda-
tion from 2013, with the then
HRD minister stating that the
extra burden would be “paid
back” by students once they are
employed,

The Kakodkar Committeehad
argued that 2 to 22,5 lakh per
year represented the operation-
al cost, or 30%, of total current
cost of an IIT education. It had
suggested a hasslefree bank
loan scheme, one drawn up es-
pecially for IIT students, to en-
sure that fees don’t become a
barrier to entry. It also suggest-
ed that the government should
continue with current practice
of providing full cover for fees
and living expenses for under
graduate from weaker sections.
All students, whose parents
earnlessthan4.51akh pervyear,
would be eligible for scholar-
ships covering 100% fees, and a
monthly stipend.
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lIT panel
recommends
80 pc hike in
tuition fee

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER §

Standing Commit.
tee of IIT Council
- which met in Mumbai

on Monday decided to hike
the annual tuition fee by 80
per cent from Rs 50,000 a
year to Rs 90,000 from the
new academic session in
2013, However, the SC/ST
category students will be ex-
empted from the tuition fee
as before,

The decision is subject to
final approval by the IIT
Council headed by the Union
Human Resource Develop-
ment Minister and is set to
meet on January 7.

The decision follows the
recommendations of the
Kakodkar Committee that
calls for a series of administra-
tive reforms and changes in
the fee structure to create a
self-sustainable and au-
tonomous structure at ITTs.
The Kakodkar committee had
recommended a fee hike of Rs
2-2.5 lakh a year to help IITs
gain financial autonomy. An
empowered task force is cur-
rently examining the finer de-
tails of this four-fold hike pro-
posal even as this ‘interim’
hike in tuition fee has been
mooted. :

Itisestimated that the per

¢

student cost of study at ITT is
around Rs 4 Jakh a year. ITTs
have also been feeling finan-
cig pressures with the well-in-
tended block grants scheme
failing to work in practical
terms and the Ministry of Fi-
nance also advising against us-
age on non-plan grants to run
the institutes.

The Kakodkar commit-
tee’s recommendation was
backed by then HRD minis-
ter Kapil Sibal who sug-
gested that the increased tu-
ition fee be treated as a
deferred loan so that stu-
dents are not financially
overburdened. Some of the
IIT directors have not been
comfortable with the idea of
such a steep hike, The alter-
native approach has been to
introduce staggered hikes. -

The Kakodkar committee
had also suggested ways tofos-
ter research at II'Ts and had
called for enhancing the sup-
port structure to PhD stu-
dents. The Standing Commmit-
tee is learnt to have favoured
these recommendations as
well, sources said.

That apart, a proposal
mooted by the NIT council to
allow its B Tech students to
pursue PhD in II'Ts has also
been looked upon favourably,
NIT5 are facing a 40 per cent
faculty shortage.
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IIT UG fee ma?go up to I90K /yr

New Delhi, Nov. 5: An IIT
panel on Monday recom-
mended raising tuition fee
of undergraduate pro-
gramme from 50,000 to
¥90,000 per annum.

The standing committee
of the IIT council, which
met in Mumbai, however,
decided not to burden stu-
dents from the weaker sec-
tions like STs and OBCs
with the fee hike, sources
said.

1T council, the highest
decision making bhody of
these institutes, will take a

The standing co- -
mmitiee, which
met in Mumbai,
decided not to
burden ST and -
OBC students with
a fee hike

final call on the recommen- .

dations at its meet on
January 7, they said,
The development comes

as an empowered task force
is still considering the
details for implementation

+ . of the Kakodkar Committee

which had recommended in
2011 a steep hike of Rs 2-2.5
lakh per anhum from the

" existing Rs 50,000.

As the task force is in the
process of deliberation,
sources said raising the fee

- by Rs 40,000 per annum

would be an “interim mea-
sure”,

The Kakodkar Committee
constituted by the Council
of IITs had suggested the

Business Line ND
06/11/2012 P-4

IIT panel for hiking fee of

undergraduate programme

New Delhi, Nov. 5 :
An IIT panel today recommended raising tuition fee of

undergraduate programme from Rs 50,000 to Rs

four-fold increase in tuition
fee to help IITs attain finan-
cial independence.

The IIT Council had given

. in principle approval to the

recommendation to be
implemented from 2013,
with the theh HRD minister
stating that the extra bur-
den would be “paid back”
by students once they are
employed,

A group of directors of
IITs, in the meantime, at a
meeting in February con-
sidered the proposal for
tuition fee hike. PTI

90,000 per annum. The standing committee of the IIT
council, which met in Mumbai, however, decided not to
burden students from the weaker sections like STs and

OBCs with the fee hike, sources said. IIT council, the

highest decision making body of these institute’, will take
a final call on the recommendations at its meet on

January 7, they said. The development comes as an
empowered task force is still considering the details for
implementation of the Kakodkar Committee which had
recommended last year a steep hike of Rs 2-2.5 lakh per
annum from the existing Rs 50,000, ~ PTI
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[IT-JEE registration

Pallavi Smart & MuUMBA!

Only qualifying to appear for the HT-IEE {ad-
vanced} is not enough, after clearing JEE (main)
paper. All the 1,50,000 short-listed candidates
have to reapply for the JEE {advanced ) paper to
be able to appear for it, for admission to liTs.
Registration for the HT-JEE (Main} begins from
Thursday, November 8.

All candidates who want to appear for the JEE
(advanced )} wili have to appear for the JEE (main).



HT Lucknow

TECHNO-MANAGEMENT FEST

II'T-Kharagpurs “Team Kshitij
in UP to rope in institutes

HT Correspondent

= |koreportersdesk@hindustantimes.com

LUCKNOW: Volunteers from
[T Kharagpur have already
started roping in educational
institutions in the state for
their participation in Kshitij
2013, the annual techno-man-
agement symposium of the
institute that would be held
between February 1 and 4,
2013.

Moreover, team Kshitij
will also be conducting work-
shops throughout the coun-
try, where participants will
get to learn and enhance
their skills in the field of
robotics.

Talking about the event,
Romanshu said, “Since its
inception in 2004, there has
been no looking back for
Kshitij. Starting out with a
humble participation of a few
hundred in its nascent years,
Kshitij has grown by leaps
and bounds to become the
behemoth it is today. The
fest has witnessed some of
the brightest minds of their
time compete to create won-
ders and reach new pinna-
cles of excellence.”

One of the events at the
symposium, B-Plan, enables
budding entrepreneurs to
kick-start their dream ven-
ture. The event is conducted
in two stages and partici-

pants can form a team of five
to participate in the event.

They are required to sub-
mit an executive summary
about their idea that is
checked by professors from
[IMs, on basis of which,
teams are shortlisted for sec-
ond stage.

The second stage is con-
ducted in two rounds, which
are both closed room presen-
tations.

The teams are then
required to present their
proposed idea to the panel of
judges, which include profes-
sors [rom institutes like ITMs
and XLRI, venture capital-
ists and angel investors.

Notably, the last date for
submissions is December 16,
2012. To participate in the
fest, students can register on

the website, www.kt].in,
which happens to be India’s
largest student-run website,
having recorded a whopping
8 million hits last year.

Apart from such diverse
events, Kshitij organises
enlightening guest lectures,
featuring eminent personali-
ties from all over the world.

In the past, dignitaries like
Nobel laureate Sir James
Mirrlees, co-founder of
Wikipedia Jimmy Wales,
inventor of the USB Ajay
Bhatt as well as eminent
actor Nasseruddin Shah
have addressed audiences at
Kshitij.

Last year, Kshitij saw par-
ticipation of over 50,000
guests and an amount of
Rs60 lakh was offered as
prize money.
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Quallty of our graduates poor bring
In forelgn universities: Tharoor-

NEW DELH!, DHNS: Mszter
of State for Human Resourcés
Development (HRD) Shashi Tha-
roor on Monday made out a
strong case for allowing foreign
varsities to set up campuses in
the country, arguing that the In-
dian university system was not
producing “well-educated” grad-
uates to meet the requirements
of industry.

"The major problem re-
mains that our national educa-
tion policy in the past has re-
mained out of step with the
times. Whereas ¢countries in
the Middle-East and China are

going out of their way 1o Woo
foreign universities to set up
campuses in their countries, In-
dia turned away many academ-
ic suitors, who have come call-
ing in recent years," he said.

There will be no need for In-
dian students to go abroad if
good higher education insti-
tutes were set up her'e, he said,

The minister, however, reit-
erated government’s commit-
ment towards reforming the
country’s education system,
“We will also work towards put-
ting our reform agenda back
on track,” he said.

Tharoor was addressmg a
MOday higher education sum-
mit which began here on Mon-
day. The event was organised
by the Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (Ficei). The HRD Min-
istry has drafted a bill that
seeks to formulate regulations
for allowing entry and opera-
tion of foreign institutions in
India. The minister noted that
"companies are entering the
higher education space in the
guise of training.”

Referring to a higher educa-
tion survey conducted by the

Indian Express, ND 6/11/2012 p-2

UanEI'Slty Grants Commis-
sion, the minister underlined
73 per cent of the colleges and
68 per cent of the universities
are found to be of medium or
low quality.

Even though India with 621
universities and 33,500 col-
legeshas one of the largest net-
work of higher education insti-
tutes across the world and
stands second in terms of stu-
dent enrolment, country’s gross
enrolmentratio of 18.8 per cent
in 2011 was still less than the
world average of 26 per cent.

» Tharoor, Page 8

'TETIITIE NEW MINISTER OF STATE SAYS NATION  EDUCATION POLICY.HAS BEEN OUT OF STEP WITH THE TIMES

Univ system not producmg well- educated graduates: Tharo or

NAVEED IQBAL
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 5

UNION Minister of State for
Higher Education Shashi Tharoor
On Monday said the country’s uni-
versity system was not producing
“well-educated” graduates to meet
the needs of corporate houses.
This, he said, was forcing com-
panies to “re-educate” the students
before they can be assigned any
work. Thisway, the companies were
entering the higher educationspace
“in the guise of training”, he said.
Speaking at a two-day FICCI
higher education summit, Tharoor
said: “Companies are entering the
higher education space in the guise
of training. Our university system

simply is not producing well-edu-
cated graduatestomeet the needs of
Indian companies.”

Citing a UGC survey of 1,471
colleges and 111 universities, he said
73 per cent of the colleges and 68
percent of the universitiesare found
tobe of medium or low quality.

He said a FICCI survey hasre-
vealed in 2009 that 64 per cent em-
ployers are “somewhat satisfied”
with the quality of new graduates
coming out of engineering institutes,

He said the “key area” for the
future is the involvement of the cor-
porate sector in higher education.

“The corporate sector is a key
stakeholder in higher education.
They can play an important role in
improving India’s current higher

Shashi Tharoor releases a book dunng the FICCI hlgher
education summit on Monday.

education system as well as meet-
ing future aspirations.”

Hesaid there wouldbe noneed
for Indian studentsto go abroad to
study if good higher education in-
stitutes were set up in the country.
“We will also work towards putting
our reforms agenda back on track,”
the minister said.

Tharoor said there is a proposal
to set up 50 centres for research in
frontier areas of science in differ-
entuniversities, the IITs and other
technical institutions.

The minister said the national
education policy has been out of
stepwith the times.

“Whereas countriesin the Mid-
dle-East and China are going out
of theirway towoo foreign universi-

ties to set up campuses in their ,
countries, India turned away many
academic suitors who have come
callinginrecentyears,” he said.

Tharoor favoured setting up
of the National Mission for
Teachers and recommendations ’
of the Narayana Murthy Com-
mittee and the Kakodkar Com-
mittee, besides increasing gov-*
ernment spending of two per cent
onresearch.

“We are committed to pursu-
ing these objectives and will take
them forward during the 12th Five
Year Plan,” he said.

Many other reforms were re-
quired in the country’s higher edu-
cation system, the newly-inducted
minister said.
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- Higher edu scenario bleak, says report

TIMES NEWS NE"I'WORK

New Delhi: Painting a bleak
picture of the higher educa-
tion scenario in India, an in-
dustry report pointed out
that its gross enrolmentratio
(GER) of 16% was much be-
lowthe worldaverageof 27%,
while 90% of colleges were
average or below average in
. 2010, on the basis of their
NAACaccreditation.

The higher education sec-
tor is plagued with various
challenges, such as low GER
and lack of guality research
and education, said the re-
port “Higher Education in
India: Twelveth five year
plan and beyond” by Plan-
ning Commission-FICCI-
Ernst & Young.

This situation is com-
pounded by anl 11% increase
instudentenrolmentinhigh-

er education and a 9%
growth in institutions dur-
ingthelastdecade, itadded.
Speaking on the issue,
minister of state (MoS) for
humar resource develop-
ment Shashi Tharoor said
that the university system
was not producing “well-edu-
cated” graduates to meet
needs of Indian companies,
giving an opportunity to the
firms to enter the sector in

"MoS for HRD Shashi
_ Tharoor said that the

university system was not
producing "well-educated”
graduates to meet needs -
of Indian companies,
giving an opportunity to
firms to enter the sector in
the "guise” of training

the“guise” of training.

He also said that the na-

tional education policy in
- the past has been out of step
withthetimes.

“The major problem re-
mains that our national edu-
cation policy in the past has
remainedout of stepwiththe

time, Whereas countries in
‘the Middle-East and China
are going out of their way to
woo foreign universities to

set up campuses in their

countries, Indiaturned away -

many academic suitors who
have come calling in recent
years,” hesaid.

Speaking at a two-day
higher education summit,
Tharoor said, “Companies
are entering the higher edu-
cation space in the guise of
training, Our unjversity sys-
tem simply is not producing
well-educated graduates to
meet the needs of Indian
companies today."

The HRD minister said
there will be no need for
many Indian students to go
abroad to study if good high-
er education institutes were
setup inthecountry. “We will
also work towards putting
our reform agenda back on
track,” headded.

Tharoor said there is a

proposal to establish 50 cen-

tres for research in frontier.
areasof science, designinno- -
vation centres, innovation
centres in different universi-
ties and also reseatch parts 3! i
of the IITs and other techni-
calinstitutions. -

“If finally established, it
would transform the re-
search environment in our
country,” he said.

The government has pro-
posed several initiatives in
the 12th Plan (2012-17) in the
areas of expansion, excel-
lence and funding.

It intends to achieve en-
rolment of 35.9 million stu-
dents in higher education in-
stitutions, with a GER of.;
25.2%, by the end of the 12th
Plan period through the co-
existence of multipletypesof
institutions, including re-
search-centric, teaching and
vocation-focused ones.
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« Tech colleges lag behind in industry collaboration

Our Bureau

New Delhi, Nov 5
Industry-academia
collaboration, or the lack
thereof, has been a topic of
debate for long.

Working towards getting
a factual position in this
regard, the Confederation of
Indian Industries (CII) and
All India Council for
Technical Education
(AICTE) conducted a
survey of industry-linked
engineering institutes.

The study has revealed
that the country’s technical
institutes are not doing very
well in terms of joining
hands with the industry,
with the average score at
the national level standing

at 30.9, with minimum and
maximum scores at 4.4 and
75.7, respectively.

§.8. Mantha, Chairman of
AICTE, said that the
Council has been trying to
improve the quality within
the system, which requires
stronger linkages with the
industry.

He added that given that
there are 2.2 million seats
at the entry level of
technical education, the
scale already exists, but
now the focus has to be on
quality.

“We need to ensure that
what happens in education
is relevant to the industry
and vice-versa, said P.
Rajendran, Chairman of

CII National Committee on
Higher Education and
Co-founder and Chief
Executive Officer of NIIT
Ltd.

He added that it is the
“selfish need” of the
industry to join forces with
the academia, so that they
can get the best people into
the job market.

The voluntary survey
was open to accredited
engineering institutes,
which have been functional
for 10 years and offer at
least three streams out of
six - chemical; civil;
computer and IT;
electrical; electronics &
communication; and
mechanical engineering.

However, out of the
1,070 institutes that have
completed 10 years only
156 participated in the
survey.

The institutes were
evaluated on seven
parameters — governance,
curriculum, faculty,
infrastructure, services,
placements and
entrepreneurship
development.

APPROVAL PROCESS

Mantha said that the
approval process of AICTE
has stringent requirements

for industry collaborations. -

Despite this, Indian
institutions appear to be
doing poorly in this field.

Almost 18 per cent of the
institutions mapped fall in
the ‘low’ category in terms
of industry collaborations,
while a massive 63 per cent
are in the moderate
category.

Mantha said that to
ensure high-quality
education, there is a need
to ensure that teachers
have some exposure to the
industry.

He said that it is
important to figure out
how many teachers are
actively involved with the
industry in research, have
patents, or have filed for
intellectual property rights.

aesha.datta@

thehindu.co.in
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Counsellmg Problems
‘aplenty for students

There is need to evolve a student frlendly, ‘economical counsellmg
procedure for admlssmn to UG programmes in engineering

.

PrADEEP KumaR SINGH

conducted all over the country. In general,
admission to undergraduate (UG) pro-
grammes in engineering is based on merit in entrance
examination(s). Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh and
New Delhi have been following the merit of the
AIEEE for the purpose of screening students for
admissions to the UG proa?num: in engineering. A
few other states have also adopted a similar procedure,
The approachis student ﬁ1end1y, 50 as to xelxeve“them
from the state-cc d entrance ination,
After the declaration of result of entrance exam-
ination, the procedure for admission in most of the
institutions involves a few seemingly common
steps called counselling, There has been a practice
of separate counselling conducted by (a) IITs for 16
IITs and ISM-Dhanbad based on merit in ITT-JEE,

g large number of entrance examinations are

(b) Central Counseling Board for 30 NITs, 5 IIITs, .

13 central/state government-funded institutions,
and 21 self-financed universities/institutions, efc.,
based on merit in AIEEE, and (c¢) different
states/state technical universities, based on merit in
state~conducted entrance examination (d) several
universities/institutions, based on merit in independ-
ently conducted entrance examination.

Although a few technical universities and states
such as Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh and New
Delhi have abolished separate entrance examina-
tions and adopted AIEEE merit for admission, they .
conduct counselling separately. Even within these
states, dozens of universities/institutions that have
been following the AIEEE merit-based admission
procedure conduct their own counselling. In gen-
eral, students have to register with several agencies
for participation in the counselling process. Thus,
the counselling becomes very unecononucal and
harassing for students. '

There are serious anomalies in the registration fee
charged from students across various counselling
agencies. Presently, the registration fee charged hy var-
ious states/universities/institutions in Zeneral varies in

Several thousand candidates shell out their parents’ hard-earned money in the hope of
securing a seat, despne the uncertainty regarding their merit in the entrance test.

dents’ viewpoint, and need senous attention and
appropriate regulation to stop them.

Alarge number of students remain busy for a few
months attending multiple rounds of counselling
conducted by various agencies to secure admission
as per their choice. In general, the opportunity for
admission keeps on changing round after round dur-
ing the course of counselling. Sometimes students
have to secure a seat for them in an institution by
paying requisite admission fees, while exploring fur-
ther possibilities for a better choice. Later on when

“they getabetter chance, they switch over to the next.

Although the admission fee deposited is refunded
in such cases in accordance with the rules laid down

in the counselling conducted either by the state or

- technical university or some other counselling

board functioning at the national level. Also, for
smaller states, like Punjab, Haryana and Himachal
Pradesh, it will be better to have zonal counselling,
where the universifies/ institutions of all the
states/union territories in a zone (e.g., North Zone)
* participate in a common counselling. A proper
mechanism can be evolved for such a collaborative
counselling scheme. If this concept is adopted, it will
result in several benefits such as reduced physical
and mental harassment 10 students, reduced expen-
diture towards counselling fee, reduced chances of
deducuon and forfeiture of the admission fee in case

the rdrgé RES00 o RY'3,000: In $8rédabds it iy 8¢ Régtlatoby bodiés:in doing s6 the fiofiey depostt o sWitch GVer possibility of Feduced nuftiber of
goevenbeyond. Itxssurpnmngmatwhenafcwstatw ed at one institution gets sometimes blocked for -

and institutions can manage the counselling in just Rs
500 conveniently, others charge hefty amounts, This
issue needs serious attention and appropriate regula-
tion to rationalise the registration fee.

Many universities/institutions charge the registra-
tion fee by selling their information brochure-cum-
application form even before the declaration of
AIEEE results. Thus, several thousand candidates
shell out their pa.tents’ hard-earned money in the
hope of securing a seat, despite an uncertainty
regarding their merit in the entrance test.

The situation gets further worsened, when thousands
of candidates who do not gét a seat allotted in first
round of counselling are declared probable candidates,
and are further directed to deposit a hefty amount as
eamest money to maintain their candidature for con-
sideration in subsequent rounds in counselling for only
a few hundred seats. The earnest money is in gener-
al refundable or adjustable in admission fees. It is
refundable only in the case when the candidate is not
at ail allotted a seat. If the candidate is allotted a seat,
but he fails to take admission for any reason, the
eamest money gets forfeited. These practices seemto
be arbitrary, unhealthy and unreasonable from the stu-

months together (because of delayed processing of
refund), and sometimes except for the refundable

‘ component, all the amount gets forfextcd for not fill-

ing of the vacated scat.

Students who pamcxpate in the counselhng con-
ducted by several agencies have to keep monitor-
ing the seat allotment by each of them round after
round. They may take admission at one place when
offered, but when get a better opportunity, withdraw
the admission and further take admission against the .
better opportunity. In the process they fe¢l harassed,
while a few seats remain vacant in institutions for

alonger period or even forever. Some technical uni- *

-versities/ institutions keep continuing the admission
process for a longer period. Late closure of the
admission process causes delay in commencement
of the academic session. In some institutions, the
academic session commences in time, but the
admission process keeps continuing. As aresult, the
late admitted students suffer academically.

All these issues cause mental agony to students.
To avoid this, the practice of multiplicity of coun-
selling needs to be rationalised. It will be better if
all the universities/institutions in a state participate

“rourds of'cmmselhn'g‘to complete the admission~

process resulting in an carlicr completion of the .

admission process, possibility of timely commence-
ment of course, i.e. reduced academic loss to stu-
dents for defayed admission, reduced additional
workload on universities/institutions for the refund
of deposited admission fees, etc.

Recently, the Ministry of Human Resource Devel-
-opment announced a modification in the two main-
entrance examinations — the IIT-JEE and the
AIEEE — from the year 2013 onwards. The AIEEE !
will now be replaced by the JEE (main), essential- ‘

' ly meant for admission to 47 Centrally-funded tech—
nical institutions. State technical universities and
other institutions shall be free to adopt the JEE'
(main)-based merit for admission. It is expected that
several state technical universities and other institu-
tions will adopt the merit based on the newly pro-

posed entrance examination, However, the coun-

selling pmbleum will still remain unattended and thus.
need to be g;ven a serious thought.

The writer is a Professor in the Depan‘ment of
Mechanical Engineering, Sant Longowal Institute
of Engineering and Technology, Longowal.
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DTU told to reinstate
heads of departments

Manash Pratim Gohaln | Tnn

New Delhi: Delhi Technological University has been asked
by the LG toreinstate the heads of departments removed re-
cently The DTU administration had replaced the HoDs with
twonew faculty members, who are still on probation. In his
letter, lieutenant governor Tejendra Khanna has asked the
institute toreinstate the HoDs in the interest of academics.

Senior professors R K Sinha and G L Verma were re-
moved from their posts in August. These two teachers, along
with other deans, had apparently questioned the change in
academic calendar. The teachers also wrote to the Delhi pov-
ernment, calling into questicn the recruitments made in
March-April 2012.

The LG asks why only two out of the 12 HoDs were re-
moved and then substituted with teachers who were still on
probation. "I, therefore, under Section 53 of DTU amend-
ment Act2010direct the vice-chancellor of DT'U to withdraw
the order of removal of professors G L Vermaand RK Sinha
from the post of HoD, and reinstate them in the interest of
academicfunctioningof
LETTER FROMLG theuniversity”
The university, in its
reply to the October 23 letter of the LG, clarified that the de-
partment of technical education, Delhi government, pre-
sented incorrect information. Vice-chancellor P B Sharma
said, "Yes, a letter was received from the LG office for rein-
statement of the two HoDs. However; it was noted that the
chancellor (the LG is also the chancellor of the university)
was not presented with correct facts. Accordingly-the posi-
tion has been communicated on October 30. The change of
HoDs isas per our policy of rotation of headshipamong the
professors of the department. Verma has been HOD for 13
yearsand Sinhahas also completed three years.” .

The teachers’ association, consisting mostly of teachers
from the erstwhile DCE, alleged that the VC had already
been served with a show-cause noticeand a government in-
quiry was due on the recruitment process, Sharma, howev-
er; said: "All the recruitments were done as per the statutes
of the university and after getting the due approvals, and
through public advertisements. There is no inquiry in pro-
gressonrecruitments, and in academic institutions there is
no rule which debars a new teacher from heading a
department.”
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Work starts on 4-year degrees

DU Taskforce Discusses Viability Of Proposals, Role Of Colleges

Shreya Roy Chowdhury | Tan

New Delhi: No concrete deci-
sions were made at the first
meeting of the 61-member DU
taskforce —set up toformulate
a plan for the four-year under-
graduate courses — on Mon-
day Butthe “vision™, apparent-
1y, is clearer The meeting was
intended to create a “vision
document” for a system that is
settoreplacethecurrentonein
a few months. Feasibility of
proposals was discussed and
some fears plaguing the teach-
ingcommunity were assuaged.

The contentious issue of
exit points — allowing stu-
dents toleave with an associate
degree after two years, general
after three — was discussed.
“The teachers were corncerned
about the dilution of the hon-
ours courses,” said Virender

Bhardwaj, member of the aca-
demic council and the task-
force, “and university author-
ities have assured us that the
honours courses will not be di-
luted”. He added that the group
was considering a system in
which, after the first year (two

crease,” said Bhardwaj.
Theroleof colleges wasdis-
cussed at length with many
members suggesting that grea-
ter space be given to colleges.
“Members proposed that if a
college is strong in a particular
discipline, it should be allowed

semesters), students would tofloata paper onthat,” saida .
have the option panel member,
of either con- seeking ano-
ﬁnuf]]_llg in a THORNY ISSUES nymitthy He
“traditional” gave the exam-
honours DISCUSSED ple of animal
course or taking up a more science, which includes papers
“skill-based” one. on both parasites and immu-

Apparently, a rumour was
doing the rounds that in the
new system, the curriculum
will be so designed that teach-
ers will have less to do and the
number of teaching.posts will
shrink. “The administration
has told us categorically that
thenumber of posts willnotde-

nology. “Butif acollege hasfac-
ulty which has done research
on the relationship between
the two, the college can offer g
paper on ‘parasitology and im-
mumology’,” he said. The syl-
labus can be brought to the aca-
demic council, and once
cleared, it can be offered as a

unique course. This is where
the “meta” element kicks in.
“We are exploring ways in
which such a paper, taught In
one college, can be taken up by

" students of other colleges,” he

said. Bhardwaj added that the
teachingstaff as well as thestu-
dents would have greater op-
portunity for research and,
therefore, “the post of profes-
sorship can be introduced at
the college-level. Till now, the
highest designation is assist-
ant-professorship”.

The meeting also discussed
problems in the existing sys-
tem — courses and their dura-
tion don't square with the se-
mester  system; internal
assessments pose problems.
The administration shared the
suggestions it had received at
platforms such as the Academ-
icCongress,
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Eye on Kumbh, Ganga panel term extended

__ AVISHEK G DASTIDAR _
NEW.DELHI, NOVEMBER §.

Sob Ll

THE high-level panel consti-
tuted by the Prime Minister
to review hydel projects on
river Ganga has extended its
term by three months in abid
to defer publication of its fi-
nal report.

The panel under Planning
Commission member B K
Chaturvedi took the decision
to avoid political backlash dur-
ing the Maha Kumbh Melato
be held in January, 2013.

Panel members said their
findings are likely to tick off a
confluence of millions of
Ganga devotees and Hindu
religious groups and activists

who arrive at the mela, It was

VRIS Decision -

taken to avoid pohtlcal
backlash during the
melato be held in
January 2013

clear from the latest meeting
of the panel lastweek that the
draft final report raises more
differences within the panel
andneedstobeweeded out.
Apparently the draft
doesn’t address the issue of
ensuring ‘aviral dhara’ (unob-
structed flow) of the river and
its tributaries, a key demand
put forward by religious ac-
tivists, in a way that would as-

. suage theirire, o
" While anITT Roorkeé ré-"

but stresses that the mmlmum
distance between two dams or

~port peps the minimuny flow™: barrages shoutd bEzbout Skm

of the river after all hydel proj-
ects are implemented to 14
per cent, activists and non-of-
ficial members in the panel
want atleast 72 per cent flow to
make Ganga a Class A river,
The committee report sug-
gests a minimum 30 per cent
flow. This is unacceptable to
some members who say it
would downgrade the river’s
status in the water pollution
index. The ITT report also says
that hydel projects initself are
not detrimental to the river’s
health.

The draft report avoids
suggesting scraping of the 200-
odd upcoming hydel projects

to give the river some breath-
ingspace.

The move to overlook de-
mand to scrap projects has al-
ready fuelled politics along the
upper reaches of the river,
The BIP has turned the Hindu
religiosity surrounding the
river’s conservation into a po-
litical plank,

Meanwhile, Ganga Ma- |
hasabha, one of the Hindu re-
ligious groups opposed to hy-
del projects, will now hold
discussions with religious
heads on enacting a National
Ganga (conservation and
management) Act, 2012, in
Delhilater thismonth,
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